15 Minute Junior High/Middle School TEACH Presentation
Suggested Script

Hello everybody, my name is ____________ and I go to ______________ school. I’m here today for a group called AMSA, the American Medical Student Association. I’m going to school right now to become a ___________, which is in the health field, which is why I’m here to talk to you about healthcare jobs. Raise your hand and tell me if I’m going to fast or if you have any questions. [slide2]
Alright, who here as seen a doctor because they were sick or hurt? Pretty much everybody, right? Anybody want to share an interesting story about how they got hurt or sick? (share a personal story about a bone break or bad sickness.) And what did the doctor do for you? They probably gave you medicine or told you how to get better, right? Well that’s what healthcare is. Healthcare deals with preventing people from getting sick or hurt and treating illnesses. [slide3]
I’m here talking to you about healthcare because it is a great job market. But why? As you may know, right now our nation is having some economic difficulties. Many job markets are shrinking, but healthcare is actually expanding! This is because, unfortunately, humans will always have illnesses, so healthcare jobs will always exist to treat and prevent illness. Another reason why healthcare is a good idea is because you can help people. Who doesn’t want to be a hero on a daily basis? If you like to see people leave smiling and feeling better, healthcare might be for you. Also, there is a variety of job choices within healthcare. You are not restricted to only becoming a doctor. [slide4]
But doctors aren’t the only healthcare jobs out there. There’s actually a lot more careers that have the same purpose, to prevent you from getting sick and treating you if you are. Can anybody name a few for me? (list a couple and then click) There’s many more than just that, but we’re only going to cover a couple today. [slide5]

Let’s start with doctors. There is a doctor for almost every different body part or organ in your body, and that’s a lot of different kinds of doctors. I’ve already listed some, but can anybody name some more? (list and click, then review list) [slide6]

Nurses might seem similar to doctors because they have similar jobs, but can anybody give me some differences between nurses and doctors? (list and click, then discuss both) [slide7]

Technicians is a group of professions you might not be familiar with. Who here has gotten an x-ray before? Maybe you didn’t notice but the person who took your x-ray was not a doctor or a nurse. They were probably an x-ray technician. Technicians are skilled at one particular job, like taking x-rays. Technicians also don’t require very long or expensive schooling, so this could be something you might look into as a part-time job or right after high school. [slide8]

So somebody tell me what the following has in common: (List several pharmacies. E.g. Ralph’s, CVS, Costco… Ask students) That’s right, they all have pharmacies. Pharmacies give you the medication prescribed by a doctor. Pharmacists are trained to know everything there is to know about side effects of the medications and how to take each medication, in case a patient has questions or concerns. [slide9]
Now here’s something I’m sure most of you are interested in: sports! Raise your hand if you play sports. So what’s your favorite sports team? (Share your own favorite) Did you know most sports teams at the professional level have there own doctor or trainer? And when sports athletes get hurt, they go to physical therapy. Physical therapists, another healthcare career, help them recover. [slide10]
Now when an emergency happens, who do we call? (ask kids) Not your parents, but 911 obviously right? After you call 911, who brings you to the hospital? (ask kids) It’s most likely going to be an EMT, or emergency medical technician. They drive ambulances just like paramedics. Paramedics are similar to emergency medical technicians, but they have a bit more training. 
So like I said, these are only a couple of different health careers and there’s actually many more. But if you’re interested in any of these or other health careers, let’s talk about what you should be thinking about now to prepare. [slide11]
Keep studying science! This is obvious because medicine is a science. It doesn’t have to be your best subject, but if you’re interested in science, you might want to think about healthcare. Going into healthcare isn’t all about science though, you need to be a good person because you’ll be helping people and dealing with them on a daily basis.

You don’t have to think about this now, but in high school maybe try shadowing a doctor, nurse, or another healthcare career to see if you like healthcare. Or you could volunteer in a hospital. It’s a great experience to have and see what goes on. And of course, graduate high school. Having your diploma from high school can get you so much farther in life, whether you want to go into healthcare or not. [slide12]

Alright, quiz time, just to see if you were paying attention! (you can change the questions in advance if you’d like in order to better fit with your personal presentation. Try offering candy as a reward for correct answers) [slide13-14]
So that’s all I have for you guys, but do you have any questions? I have more information for you if you want to know about more health careers that I didn’t cover, or if you want to know more details about the ones that we talked about. Thanks for your time! (Thank the teacher and offer him/her the large information packets. Think about doing an activity before or after relating to healthcare/science/anatomy. See “instructions-mid” for details.)
