
AMSA’s Committee on Medical Professionalism Presents:

A Local Project to promote Patient Safety -- Chasing Zero:  Winning the War on Healthcare Harm

Each year, medical mistakes kill nearly 100,000 people.  These mistakes, made by doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and even medical students, make health care more deadly than breast, colon, prostate, and skin cancers - combined.  

The harm due to health care changes lives, and not only patients suffer the consequences.  For families of victims, medical errors can lead to years of suffering, unanswered questions, and struggling for closure.  For providers who make the mistakes, the consequences are also grave.  A split-second error may mark the end of a career and the start of a crippling depression.  

Among those harmed by medical errors are the Quaid twins, who nearly died as the result of a 1,000 times overdose of the blood thinner heparin.  They survived, unlike a dozen other newborns who bled to death.  

Tragically, most errors are caused by bad systems, not bad people.  Why did families and providers suffer the heparin tragedy?  Because health care continues to tolerate unsafe conditions that would be unacceptable in any other high-risk field.  Against all odds, the Quaid twins pulled through, and their father, actor Dennis Quaid, began a mission to tell the world their story, in the hope that it would never be repeated.  

Produced by the Discovery Channel in partnership with the Texas Medical Institute of Technology (TMIT) and the Quaid Foundation, Chasing Zero shows vividly the harm done by medical mistakes, as well as the solutions out there for better, safer medicine.  It premiered in April on the Discovery Channel, to a blockbuster audience of millions.  

As a member of the next generation of physicians, educate yourself about the problem of patient safety and its potential solutions, and engage your classmates, colleagues, and faculty in this important cause!  Organize a movie screening at your school - sign up online to put your school on the map as part of AMSA’s Chasing Zero campaign.   

Then, play the movie by streaming online, or by requesting a DVD from TMIT.  The quick, 53-minute broadcast version is ideally suited to a lunchtime or evening session, and you can follow it with discussion.  

Best of all, the movie is available for free, streamed online in HD or a DVD and toolkit can be obtained for a $10 donation.  

Campaign sign-up link:  

Movie viewer link: http://www.safetyleaders.org/pages/chasingZeroDocumentary.jsp

