AMSA Project in a Box: Prison Health


Description: This AMSA Project in a Box is meant to be used as an hour-long lunch talk or 90 minute seminar to introduce students to a unique part of our communities that is often overlooked. The project consists of a 13 minute long video of a story from the news program 60-minutes from 2007 about a mentally ill inmate who died of thirst in a Michigan prison, as well as a videotaped panel discussion between a family physician, registered nurse and professor of social work, all who have spent time working in health care in the correctional system and whose careers have been shaped by prison health. Participants should first view the video “the Death of Timothy Souders” and then view the panel discussion, “AMSA Prison Health.” 

Materials needed: 

1. Computer with internet capabilities

2. Projector and screen

Preparation:

1. Download the 41-minute quicktime video titled “AMSA Prison Health.”

2. Upload the 60-minutes video “The Death of Timothy Souders” from http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=2458916n&tag=related;photovideo
3. (Optional) Make copies of the handout

4. Obtain a link for a quick survey for project evaluation from ceh.policy@amsa.org
Supplemental resources:

1. NYTimes article: “As Health Care in Jails Goes Private, 10 Days Can Be a Death Sentence”

2. WHO report: “Health in Prisons: WHO guide to the essentials in prison health”

